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REVIEW: 

1. Know God personally. 

2. Develop a proper attitude toward God’s Word. 

3. Learn to be led by the Spirit. 

4. Walk in love. 

5. Believe in our words. 

6. Maintain a conquering spirit.  

 

CONTINUE: 

7. Wholly follow God.  NUM. 14:21-24 

 

INTRODUCTION:  Israel coming out of Egypt and crossing the Red Sea is a picture of salvation.  Observing their  

     journey through the wilderness reveals there’s more to salvation than just being liberated.  Canaan’s land represents the  

     abundant life God planned for His people to enjoy.  It also represents there will be obstacles to overcome along the way.   

     Israel chose to wander in the wilderness instead of entering in and enjoying the promises of God and living victorious  

     successful lives.  They were defeated and depressed, but Caleb succeeded in entering in and claiming the benefits of the  

     promised land. 

1. Caleb’s commitment.  JOSHUA 14:8-9,14 

A. “Wholly followed” means “to close the gap.”  He kept the distance between himself and God 

small.  He held back nothing.  Neither should we.  I COR. 6:19-20 

B. Three little girls talking about their dad’s jobs.  “My dad is a Doctor he practices medicine”, my 

dad is a Lawyer, he practices law”, “my dad is a Christian, but he doesn’t practice anymore.” 

C. God wants our complete surrender, and for us to close the gap between ourselves and Him.  

JAMES 4:8 

D. Elisha closely followed Elijah. 

2. Caleb’s confidence.  JOSHUA 14:10-12 

A. At 85, Caleb’s confidence didn’t lose intensity. 

B. DEUT. 1:34-36 – Caleb’s commitment produced confident faith.  While others complained for 45 

years, Caleb kept his eyes on the prize. 

C. Faith is not positive thinking, looking on the bright side, or just being optimistic.  Faith is believing 

and acting upon what God said. 

D. It takes faith and patience to succeed.  HEB. 6:12 

3. Caleb’s courage.  There were obstacles to deal with. 

A. He stood up before the doubters.  NUM 13:30-33 

B. He had to overcome giants.  NUM 14:6-9  Emotional, physical, financial, relational and more. 

C. Father time.  JOSHUA 14:10-11  True faith looks beyond present circumstances and sees the 

provision of God. 

D. Our options are twofold: 

• We can see how small we are compared to them. 

• We can see how small they are compared to God. 

E. Derek Redmond, British Olympian story.  At the 1992 Olympics pulled a hamstring and fell while 

running the 400.  Trying to hobble and finish, a spectator assisted him to the finish line.  The 

moving scene became more so when they discovered it was his father who helped him. 

4. Caleb’s conquest.  JOSHUA 14:13-14 

A. Caleb inherited the promise. 

B. Hebron means society or friendship.  People with this name have a deep inner desire to inspire 

others in a higher cause, and to share their own strongly held views on spiritual matters. 

C. Caleb refused to give up, back up, or shut up, until he experienced his inheritance and the full 

blessings God provided for him. 

D. God wants us to follow His example.  I COR. 15:57, 2 COR. 2:14 


