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2 PET. 1:8-15 – “These things” is stated five times.  Once saved does God require anything of us?   

     Is there something we must do other than receive His grace?  Does it matter how we live?   

     According to Peter, there are certain things we must add to our faith in order to  

     ensure our success in living a life that glorifies God. 

1. What “these things” guarantee, when active in our lives. 

A. Our fruitfulness.  V8 – JOHN 15:1-2 

B. Spiritual discernment.  V9 – 2 KINGS 6:16-17 

C. Assurance of salvation.  V10a- 1 JOHN 5:13 

D. We won’t fall. V10b – GAL. 5:4 

 

2. What “these things” are.  2 PET. 1:5-7 

A. Virtue.  V5 - Courageous living, strong conviction and fearless service. 

B. Knowledge.  V5 - An understanding of truth and how to live it out.  Knowing right 

from wrong.  1 TIM. 2:4 

C. Temperance.  V6 - Self control.  Doing what please God. 

• Tongue, temper, temptations. 

D. Patience.  V6 - To endure adversity or hardness without changing our perspective. 

• In our patience we possess our souls. 

• The trying of our faith works patience. 

E. Godliness.  V6 - Walking in God-like-ness.  Our attitudes and actions reflect 

reverential fear of God. 

• We live to serve God and men.  Jesus could say “If you’ve seen me, you’ve 

seen the Father.” 

F. Brotherly kindness.  V7 – Loving people as we’ve been loved by God.  

        EPH. 4:31-5:2 
G. Charity.  V7 – Divine love, agape.  Love based on principle and decision. 

• The love God loved the world with, that sent Jesus to Calvary, that’s been 

shed abroad in our hearts. 

 

3. What lacking “these things” does. 

A. Eye sight.  V9 

• Lot pitched his tent toward Sodom. 

• The rich man neglected Lazarus. 

• Demas loved the world. 

• The Prodigal son. 

• The mote vs the beam. 

B. Memory.  V9 

• We’ve been cleansed from all sin.  We were blind, but now we see what 

pleases and displeases God. 

• Now we are to walk in the light.  EPH. 5:8-16 

 

CONCLUSION:  If we want to be fruitful, have spiritual insight, be confident in our relationship  

     with God and see to it that we never fall, we must take to heart what Peter taught and use all  

     diligence to do what he said about these seven Christian virtues. 


