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PS. 63:1-4 – Our desire should be as David’s, individually and collectively.  To see God’s glory manifest to  

     save, deliver, heal, restore, reconcile, strengthen, etc. 

EZ. 47:6-9 – The process revealed.  We start small and increase until we’re swimming in the glory.  Flowing  

     water symbolizes the moving of the spirit. 

1 COR. 12:31, 14:1 – Bookend scriptures between which we learn how to promote a greater move of God.   

     “A more excellent way.”  Walking in love promotes God’s glory.  Not Eros, Storge, or Phileo, but Agape. 

1 COR. 13 – What matters most.  The more excellent way. 

    I.  The preeminence of Agape.    

               A.       Greater than eloquent speech.  1 COR. 13:1 

                            1.   Paul hits home because eloquence was greatly admired in ancient Greece.  Great   

                                  philosophers of  Athens held their listeners spellbound. 

     2.  Pagan religions used loud sounding symbols to get the attention of their false gods. 

                            3.  If one could speak eloquently with tongues of angels, men, or unknown tongues, but   

                                 have not love, he’s no better than pagans that don’t know God. 

B. Greater than spiritual gifts.  1 COR. 13:2 (NLT) 

1. Paul uses three gifts to make his point.  If one knew everything about everything and 

had faith to overcome everything but have not love, I am nothing. 

2. Imagine being able to answer every question on who wants to be a millionaire on the 

chase, or you were so brilliant you knew everything about science, history, language 

arts and could discover cures for every disease known to man. 

C. Greater than personal sacrifice.  1 COR. 13:3 

1. Paul wants us to consider two actions we consider to be noble.  If we could fund every 

cause and get every homeless person off the streets, it’s not enough.  If we die for 

Christ as are many missionaries who live in places we would not care to visit, it’s not 

enough if love isn’t the motivation. 

2. Without love, we say nothing, are nothing and gain nothing. 

     II. The practice of love.  1 COR. 13:4-8a 

A. Love motivated God to send Jesus.  JOHN 3:16-17 

1. While we were yet sinners.  ROM. 5:6-8 

B. Love motivated Jesus to die for us.  JOHN 15:13 

1. The Father’s love toward the Son motivated the Son to love us.  JOHN 15:9 

C. Love motivates us to live for Christ.  2 COR. 5:14-15 

1. Paul was compelled to live for Christ because of Christ’s love for him. 

D. Love motivates us to love one another.  EPH. 5:1-2 

1. 1 JOHN 4:7-11 – Love should be a powerful, motivating force in our lives. 

    III. The permanence of love.  1 COR. 13:9-13      

A. When we are glorified and experience the fullness of Agape, faith and hope won’t be 

necessary. 

B. One day prophecies, tongues and knowledge will cease.  Spiritual gifts won’t be necessary.  

We will see Jesus face to face and we will know even as we are known! 

IN SUMMARY 

1. Love is the more excellent way because it’s God’s way. 

2. Love is eternal and has eternal value. 

3. Love is commanded and promotes Christianity.  JOHN 13:34-35 

4. Love is God and God is love.  

5. Love promotes glory! 


