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REVIEW: 

1. If we desire greater glory, we must follow love. 

2. Love is what matters most. 

3. We owe it to Jesus to love as He loved us. 

 

CONTINUE:  1 COR. 13:4-8 – Characteristics of divine love. 

 

INTRODUCTION:  Paul dealt with the strife and contentions existing at Corinth by  

     teaching on divine love.  The goal was to change their thinking by explaining how  

     love acts.  ROM. 12:9-10  Love hates malice, but glues itself to what is good. 

 

1 COR. 13:4 

      1.    Suffers long - It has a long mind that can’t be reached by provocations or  

             persecutions. 

A. Job was known for his ability to be patient.  Noah also. 

      2.    Kind – Tender, courteous, not harsh or severe when challenged. 

A.  1 PET. 3:8 – Love doesn’t look for revenge.  It promotes the well-being 

of others.      

      3.    Envieth not – To be zealous for or against a person or a thing. 

                 A.  It can be used in a good sense, 1 COR. 12:31, or a bad sense, ACTS 7:9. 

                 B.  Envy is of the heart.  JAMES 4:1-2 – It envies another’s success. 

      4.   Vaunteth not itself – It doesn’t view oneself as being superior. 

                 A.  Love esteems others above oneself.  ROM. 12:10, 1 COR. 15:9-10 

                 B.  Our boasting is in the Lord.  1 COR. 1:31, JER. 9:23-24 

      5.   Is not puffed up – To blow up or inflate, referring to pride. 

                 A.  The heart full of love is full of humility and meekness. 

                 B.  The heart full of pride is full of arrogance.  PR. 16:18 

                 C.  Pride is the essence of sin; possessing the mind of Satan. 

 

1 COR. 13:5 

     1.      Doth not behave unseemily. 

                A.  Conduct that is improper, unfitting or unbecoming for a Christian.   

                      Behavior that is inappropriate or unsuitable. 

     2.      Seeketh not her own. 

A. Love seeks to help others.  Jesus came to seek and save. 

B. Love sacrifices its time, resources and comforts just as missionaries that 

are called of God. 

     3.      Is not easily provoked – Irritated, angered, made bitter. 

C. Love is calm, slow to anger, controlled, as Jesus before Pilate. 



 

     4.     Thinketh no evil. 

D. The natural mind is programmed to find fault and look for wrong motives.  

Doesn’t keep a log of the wrong done. 

 

1 COR. 13:6 

     1.    Rejoiceth not in iniquity. 

              A.    Doesn’t condone or agree with sin.  Won’t side with a friend against the  

                    Word of God.  1 COR. 5:1-5 

     2.    Rejoiceth in the truth. 

       A.   When truth is known and acted on, justice wins out.  2 COR. 2:6-8 – Love  

              grieves when evil prevails. 

 

1 COR. 13:7 

     1.     Beareth all things – Covers, conceals, contains all things. 

       A.  Out of genuine concern for the value of another, love covers weakness,  

             faults, failures and sins.  1 PET. 4:8  The Corinthians were quick to expose. 

     2.     Believeth all things. 

A. Love is eager to believe the best about people.  It’s not suspicious, always 

assuming the worst. 

B. Love needs valid proof of wrong doing. 

3. Hopeth all things.Love never gives up.  It’s optimistic believing the grace of   

       God is sufficient to reach anyone no matter how bad it looks. 

4. Endureth all things. 

A. “Endures” is a military term meaning to sustain.   

        2 TIM. 2:3  This is a quality that sustains a soldier in face of a violent  

        battle. 

B. Love survives violence, opposition, suffering, personal attacks, 

persecution, etc. 

 

1 COR. 13:8 

     1.  Charity never faileth. 

            A.  It endures, survives, and conquers.  If you kill it, it will rise again. 

 

CONCLUSION:  To follow God, is to follow love.  To follow love,  

     gives place to God’s glory and power.  1 COR. 14:1 

 

 


