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ACTS 7:58-8:1 

 

INTRODUCTION:  When praying for our assembly:  A burning desire to conform to the image of Jesus and become  

     the people He wants us to be; for prodigal son moments where people come to themselves and turn back to God;  

     for Isaiah 6 moments where God is seen clearly; and for Damascus Road experiences where people  are changed  

     by contact with Jesus.  Paul’s conversion was one of the greatest stories of human history, and his testimony is still  

     impacting lives today.  Christianity is all about change.  No matter what we’ve done, every life can be radically  

     changed by God. 

 

TERRORIST TO EVANGELIST 

 

1. Saul the man. 

A. Greek speaking, Jewish, Roman citizen born in Tarsus. 

B. Graduate of a secular university, having the best education money could by; trained under 

Gamaliel as a Pharisee. 

C. Expert in the Old Testament scriptures, Tribe of Benjamin, obedient to the Old Testament law, 

religious conservative, tent maker by trade. 

D. Religious zealot.  GALATIONS 1:13-14, PHILIPPIANS 3:4-6 

E. Avid Christian hater, never met Christ, no desire to convert. 

F. Self-absorbed, lost, religious fanatic on a collision course with eternal judgment and in dire need of 

salvation.  “I” 

2. Saul the terrorist. 

A. He orchestrated Stephen’s death.  ACTS 7:58-60 

B. Persecutor of the early church.  ACTS 8:1-3 

C. Launched a fierce campaign to eradicate Christianity.  ACTS 9:1-2, ACTS 26:9-11  This objective 

led to his trip to Damascus. 

• “Breathing out” threatenings and slaughter:  He cleared Jerusalem of the heretics threatening 

Judaism; now he is hunting them down to eliminate them.  This is his life’s breath. 

3. Saul’s conversion.  ACTS 9:3-9  

A. Four features to his conversion, just like Isaiah’s. 

• Divine contact, conviction, conversion, commission. 

4. Paul the evangelist.  ACTS 9:26-27 

A. Paul’s attitudes change. 

• Toward Christ.  From hatred to martyrdom. 

• Toward believers.  From killing them to loving them. 

• Toward the church.  From destroying it, to building it. 

• Toward the gospel.  From heresy to God’s power to save. 

• Toward the law.  Christ is the end of the law. 

5. Four things to embrace. 

A. The Gospel is God’s message not mans’. 

B. Conviction comes from contact with God. 

• Drawing us by His Spirit, piercing us with His Word, arranging circumstances to get our 

attention. 

C. Conversion is responding to conviction. 

• To be saved, delivered, healed, treating our spouse, children, relationships, etc. 

D. No one is beyond God’s reach. 

• Paul’s conversion seemed impossible, “But God.” 

• Zona coming back to God seemed impossible, “But God.” 

• Jehoshaphat’s situation seemed impossible, “But God.” 

• What about ours? 

 

CONCLUSION:  If God can change Saul to Paul, at terrorist to an evangelist, He can reach anyone! 


