
MERIBAH – 2 

FEBRUARY 20, 2019 

 

REVIEW:  NUMBERS 20:10-13 

 Moses was denied entrance into Canaan’s land because he struck the 

rock instead of speaking to the rock. 

 The rock is a type of Christ.  Striking the rock was a type of 

crucifixion, and speaking to the rock was a type of resurrection and 

exaltation. 

 This experience was written for our example. 

 

CONTINUE:  NUMBERS 17:1-10 (NIV) 

     1.  Aaron’s rod that budded. 

          A.  A symbol of authority and power.  It was used to liberate Israel  

                from Egypt:  Swallowing up the magician’s snakes, turning water  

                into blood, summoning plagues and parting the Red Sea. 

          B.  A sign to the rebellious:  Korah and other rebels were swallowed  

                up by the earth because they defied God’s authority.  Instead of  

                repenting, they rebelled even more.  14,700 more died by the  

                plague.  God used Aaron’s rod to identify Moses and Aaron as  

                His leaders. HEBREWS 9:1-3 - It remained in the Ark as a  

                symbol and reminder of God’s authority, power and holiness. 

 

     2.  Moses’ misuse of authority.  NUMBERS 20:12-13 

          A.  Every use of the rod demonstrated God’s authority and power  

                among the people.  Moses’ unbelief is seen in his attitude, words  

                and actions.  He manifested impatience, anger and pride. 

          B.  His sin was two-fold:  Commission – doing what he was not told  

                to do; omission – not doing what he was told to do. 

          C.  DEUTERONOMY 3:23-28 – His judgment was unconditional.   

                There’s a price to pay for misusing or abusing God’s power. 

 

THE JOSHUA GENERATION – JOSHUA 1:1-3 

 

The promise of God to Abraham is about to be realized.  Israel’s days of 

wondering are about to end.  God uses Joshua to raise up a new generation 

of faith people.  God’s supernatural power and authority shifts from a rod in 



the hand of one, to His Word in the hearts and mouths of everyone.  Moses 

represents the law, and Joshua represents grace by faith. 

 

     1.  Joshua’s key to success was in his mouth, not a rod.           

          A.  JOSHUA 1:8 – He was to meditate on and speak the word written  

                in the law and spoken to him by God. 

 

     2.  Joshua’s key to success was in his heart, not his head. 

          A.  JOSHUA 1:5-7, 9 – Courage is of the heart. 

 

     3.  Joshua had God’s promises. 

          A.  JOSHUA 1:3-5 – God promised His presence, power and  

                protection.  

 

     4.  Joshua believed God’s promises. 

          A.  JOSHUA 1:10-11 – Forty years they were on the outside looking  

                in.  They could see it, but not have it.  

          B.  Joshua knew their success was God ordained and provided.  

 

APPLICATION 

 

     1.  We’ve been given a promise.  HEBREWS 4:1 

     2.  We must enter in by faith.  HEBREWS 4:2 

     3.  We’re to be strong and courageous.  EPHESIANS 6:10 

     4.  We are to speak the Word from the heart.  ROMANS 10:10 

     5.  What we say must be rooted in what God has said.   

           HEBREWS 13:5-6 

     6.  We’ve been given power and authority.  EPHESIANS 1:19-21 

     7.  We have the power source within.  ROMANS 8:11 

     8.  Christ is our inheritance.  EPHESIANS 1:10-11 

     9.  We are to acknowledge every good thing in us in Christ.   

          PHILEMON 1:6  

   10.  Jesus is the High Priest of our confession.  HEBREWS 3:1 

 

 


