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INTRODUCTION: 

     Our walk is compared to a mountain climb.  Some quit, camp and climb.  The climber doesn’t  

     quit.  He’s determined, diligent and is not deterred by obstacles or tough times.  He doesn’t faint  

     or lose heart.  He refuses to give up. 

PAULS THREE REASONS  

1. We’re more than a physical being.  2 COR. 4:16 (NLT) 

A. The outward man is dying. 

• The law of sin and death is at work in our flesh and one day we all will die.  

HEB. 9:27 

• The average male loses over a million cells per second. 

B. The inward man is renewed daily. 

• The law of life is at work within.  ROM. 8:2 

• The spirit quickens our mortal body.  ROM. 8:11 

• Death is gain.  PHIL. 1:21 

2. The glory outweighs the afflictions.  2 COR. 4:17 (NLT) 

A. Present troubles are temporary. 

• Pain, heartache, rejection, persecution, affliction, temptation, fear, doubt, 

worry, bitterness, unforgiveness, shattered dreams, abuse, sadness, sickness, 

torments. 

• Paul’s list.  2 COR. 11:23-30 

B. Glory is eternal.  1 PET. 4:12-14 

• Glory now:  Life, nature, power, ability, love, wisdom, mercy, grace, word, 

truth, spirit, authority. 

• Glory later:  Crown of life, righteousness, shine as the stars of Heaven.  

3. The invisible is unchangeable.  2 COR. 4:18 (NLT) 

A. If it can be seen, it can’t last.  2 PET. 3:10-11 

• House, car, money, fame, awards, pleasures, position, honors, accolades, and 

achievements. 

• Poverty, want, trials, persecutions, obstacles, etc. 

B. The unseen created the seen.  HEB. 11:3 

• Moses looked at the invisible.  HEB. 11:24-27 

• The visible included:  The splendor of Egypt, wealth, glory, power, armies, 

orchards, palaces, pyramids, all was visible and within his grasp. 

• The invisible God is who He chose to look at. 

• Jesus is invisible.  1 PET. 1:3-9 

• The Spirit is invisible. 

• God’s Kingdom is invisible. 

• Faith is the evidence of the unseen.  HEB. 11:1 

• The blessed ones are those who believe without seeing. 

CONCLUSION: 

     If we’re consumed with things seen, the flesh, and all the challenges of life, we’ll be tempted to  

     give up and not fulfill God’s plan and purpose for our lives.  If we’re consumed with things  

     unseen, we’ll be motivated to finish our course and experience a greater resurrection with greater  

     glory! 


