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     No one is exempt from the storms of life.  Three reasons why include:  We live in a fallen world  

     (JOHN 16:33); second, we have an enemy who wants to destroy us (JOHN 10:10); third, we all  

     have flesh to contend with (GAL. 5:16-17).  Jesus warned Peter about the weakness of the flesh  

     and Satan’s game plan, but Peter didn’t take heed.  LUKE 22:31-32  Because he was student and  

     not a victim, he learned from his mistake and now offers Godly counsel to anyone challenged by  

     the storms of life.  1 PET. 4:12-13, 5:8-9 

 

     What do we do when things don’t go right?  How do we respond?  Do we view ourselves as  

     victims, or do we view ourselves as students?  Some people go through life as professional  

     victims always emphasizing their troubles.  Others view themselves as students in the classroom  

     of life viewing challenges as opportunities to grow their faith.  The student knows:   

     JAMES 1:2-4, 12-16 

                                                      VICTIM VS STUDENT 

                   VICTIM               STUDENT 

     “Why did this happen to me?”                    “What can I learn from this?” 

     Blames others for his troubles.                   “How much did I bring on myself?” 

     Life isn’t fair.                   “Everyone faces challenges”. 

     Feels sorry for himself.                               Counts it all joy. 

     Would rather complain than                       Looks to God for a way of escape. 

     Find a solution. 

THE EXAMPLE OF PAUL - ACTS 28:1-6 
     Paul just survived a horrific storm and now gets bitten by a poisonous snake.  One with a victim’s  

     mentality would not have reacted as Paul did.  He would’ve complained and probably died! 

 

PAUL’S VIEW – 1 THES. 3 

V1-2 - Paul was deeply concerned about how these new believers were responding to persecution  

     and affliction; and for good reason.  He knew Jesus said persecution arises for the word sake and  

     people get offended, their faith is shaken and they wither away.  So he sent Timothy to establish  

     them and encourage them. 

V3-4 - “Moved” appears no where else in the N.T.  It means to be agitated by the terror of  

     persecution to the point of forsaking the faith.   

• ROM. 5:1-5 – Reveal Paul’s attitude. 

V-5 - Two important truths:  Satan is the tempter and author of persecution and his motive is to get  

     us to murmur, complain, blame God and forsake the faith. 

V-6-8 - It blessed Paul to know they stood firm in faith and love and weren’t moved by the  

     challenges of their Christian Faith.  It blessed Paul to know his labor among them was not in vain. 

• These verses reveal that through faith and love we can overcome the trials we face in 

life. 

• Our faith is in God’s presence, power, promises, provision, and protection. 

 

CONCLUSION:  How would we answer the question?  Are we victims or students?  Do we  

     complain and blame God for the troubles we face in life, or do we count it all joy and look to God  

     for a way of escape? 


