
 

EMPOWERED BY THE SPIRIT – 3 

SEPTEMBER 12, 2018 

 

ACTS 1:5-8 

     Jesus spent over three years training His disciples by precept and example.  He modeled what Christian  

     Ministry is about, answered their questions, but that wasn’t enough.  He knew no matter how educated or  

     trained they were, they needed something more – power from on high.  Power to witness effectively, to know  

     the truth, to live free from sin’s dominion and to destroy the works of the enemy.  There is no substitute for  

     God’s power. 

 

MATTHEW 16:18 

     Jesus was saying God’s power is greater than the devil’s and hell’s gates would be no match for the  

     empowered church.  LUKE 10:19. The power and authority enable us to prevail in every conflict with evil. 

 

EPHESIANS 1:16-23 

     We possess resurrection power.  Our need is not for more power, but how we can unleash the power we already  

     have.  Paul prayed for the church to have this revelation. 

 

THOUGHTS TO CONSIDER 

 

     1.  Our level of consecration.  MATTHEW 3:13-17 

          A. There’s power in consecration to principle.  John G. Lake’s Eight Principles of Consecration.     

                Adventures in God, pages 121-125 Jesus was committed to fulfilling all righteousness. 

     2.  Our level of thirst and hunger.  JOHN 7:37-39  

          A.  There must be an inflow before there can be an out flow. 

          B.  David was thirsty and hungry for God. PSALMS 63:1-2, 42:1-2 

     3.  Our level of faith.  GALATIANS 3:1-5 

          A.  By faith we receive the source of power.   ACTS 10:38, Jesus did.  He’s our source of limitless power,  

                an everlasting fountain of power who dwells within. 

          B.  By faith we unleash the power of the Spirit.  Many times when facing the impossible, we wait for God  

                to do something instead of using our faith to unleash His power as in MARK 5:25-34. 

     4.  Our level of commitment to prayer and praise.  ACTS 16:25-26 Adventures in God, pages 27-31 

          A.  Through prayer and praise we generate miracle power and bring God on the scene as did Paul and  

                Silas.  JAMES 5:16 (AMPC) 

          B.  Through prayer and praise we exchange our strength for God’s.  ISAIAH 40:28-31, LUKE 18:1 

     5.  Our level of submission to authority.  JOHN 5:30 

          A.  Jesus was in total submission to the Father.  He never acted apart from what He was told to do.   

                JOHN 8:28 

          B.  We must have the same attitude if we want to do what Jesus did.  JOHN 14:12 

     6.  Our level of courage and fearlessness.  JOSHUA 1:9 

          A.  How we react when challenged is critical.  We either activate or short circuit God’s power by how we  

                respond to circumstances.  PHILIPPIANS 1:28 (AMPC) 

          B.  We must know that the light in us is greater than the darkness we face in this world.  When light enters a  

                room, darkness flees.  Remember the fiery furnace? 

     7.  Our level of following love, and desire for spiritual gifts.  1 CORINTHIANS 14:1 

          A.  Love is the foundation for all we do.  Without it, power can lead to pride.  Pride produced sin’s power,  

                but love defeated both. 

          B.  We are to be passionate about spiritual gifts. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

     We all have resurrection power within.  It’s up to us what we do with it. 
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