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INTRODUCTION: 

     There are about 250 events recorded in the New Testament concerning the life of Christ.  Of these, only a  

     few are recorded in all four gospels.  One of which being the Triumphal Entry.  The last week of Jesus’ life  

     was so important to John, he devoted over half his gospel writing about it.  Three of the four spring feasts  

     were fulfilled during that week:  Passover, unleavened bread, and first fruits.  Pentecost followed, and the  

     last fall feasts include trumpets, atonement and tabernacles. 

 

SOME COMPARISONS 

     1.  Jesus compared to religion.  JOHN 12:13 (NLT) 

          A.  Jews were required to return to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover.  Every year it was the same  

                rituals, prayers and offerings. 

          B.  This year was different.  The people gravitated toward Jesus shouting “hosanna” or save us now.”   

                “Give us what our religion can’t.” 

          C.  Jesus came as a breath of fresh air, and the common people heard Him gladly.  He was more  

                appealing to them than their religion.  MARK 12:37 This caused friction between the old religious  

                system and the new perspective Jesus offered.  MATTHEW 5:21-22 His teaching appealed to  

                sinners, but highly offended the religious leaders.  In MATTHEW 23, Jesus called them hypocrites  

                several times.   

          D.  Why the common people were drawn to Him: 

 Religion emphasized the outward, but Jesus the inward heart. 

 Religion emphasized the negative, but Jesus the positive. 

 Religion puts up walls, but Jesus pulls them down.  EPHESIANS 2:13-18 

 Religion says “work your way to God,” Jesus says “I am the way.” 

 Religion says “we must do,” Jesus says “It’s done, just receive and be transformed. 

                     JOHN 12:19 Jesus is more appealing than religion.  They were more attracted to Him than the  

                     religious system. 

     2.  Scripture compared to opinion.  JOHN 12:14-16 (NLT) 

          A.  People had different opinions of Jesus:  John the Baptist, Elijah, a prophet, Beelzebub – all opinions! 

          B.  John quotes ZECHARIAH 9:9 (NLT).  What scripture teaches is more reliable than all the opinions  

                of men.  Jesus never drew attention to Himself until now.  He arrived the very day, hour and time God  

                appointed for Him to reveal His identity:  God’s Passover Lamb and Israel’s Messiah and King. 

          C.  The spreading of cloaks was the people honoring Him as their King.  LUKE 19:35-36 (NLT)  

                Hollywood’s red carpet. 

          D.  The praise from the disciples fulfilled scripture.  LUKE 19:37-38 He quotes PSALMS 118:26. 

          E.  The stones will cry out.  LUKE 19:39-40 They were shouting messianic phrases.  ISAIAH 55:12 

                 F.  The Pharisees were offended.  HABABBUK 2:11 Jews knew mute stones bear witness to sin.  In this  

                     case, the sin is not offering praise when it is due. 

     3.  Following Jesus compared to observing Jesus. 

          A.  John mentions four groups. 

 JOHN 12:16 – Disciples. 

 JOHN 12:17 – Eye witnesses. 

 JOHN 12:18 – Those who heard from the eye witnesses. 

 JOHN 12:19 – Religious Pharisees. 

          B.  Four groups, same event, only one group followed.  Those who followed recognized the time of their  

               visitation.  LUKE 19:44   

          C.  Jesus wept then and I’m sure He weeps now over those who fail to recognize the time of their  

                visitation.  

 You are not an accident (you have a divine origin). 

 Your life is not meaningless (you have a divine purpose). 

 Your death isn’t the end (you have a divine destination). 

 

CONCLUSION:  What group are we in? 


