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INTRODUCTION: 

     I can’t imagine going through a year without celebrating two of the most important events on our Christian  

     calendar – Christmas (the birth of Christ) and Easter (the resurrection of Christ).  But there’s another event   

     that sometimes gets overlooked – Pentecost.  This day celebrates the descent of the Holy Spirit on the 120 in  

     a backstreet upper room waiting for God’s promise to be fulfilled.  Before Pentecost, they were in fear.  After       

     Pentecost, they were courageous.  Also, they were equipped and empowered to continue the ministry Jesus  

     began, in the very city where Jesus was crucified.  What made these believers move from fear to faith?   

     ACTS 1:8 

COWARD TO COURAGEOUS 

 

MATTHEW 26:69-75 

     Peter is an example of the power of Pentecost.  Before, his emotions controlled his life.  He denied Jesus,  

     even cursed because he was afraid for his life.  LUKE 22:59-62 

JOHN 21:15-19 

     Before ascending on high, Jesus restored Peter and revealed to him his life mission and what death he would  

     die.  On the day of Pentecost, Peter received life changing power, that transformed him from being a coward  

     to being courageous. 

ACTS 2:1-4, 14-33 

     Peter fearlessly preached the gospel in Jerusalem and about 3,000 souls were added to the church.  What a  

     transformation!  Peter’s unction to function came from the Spirit of God. 

 

POWER FOR ALL BELIEVERS 

ACTS 2:37-39 

     Holy Ghost power was not for just first-generation believers.  It’s for everyone, even those afar off. 

 

A NEW DYNAMIC 

 

MATTHEW 20:20-21 (NLT) 

     Before Pentecost, they were self-willed and self-promoting.  They wanted the kingdoms best seats; to  

     exclude others from their group – MARK 9:38-40 (NLT); others they wanted to cook – LUKE 9:54-56  

     (NLT).  Peter cut off a man’s ear; they tried to prevent children from getting to Jesus; and fought over who  

     would be the greatest.   

ACTS 2:46-47 (NLT) After Pentecost, a new dynamic occurs.  They shared meals, were generous and  

     welcoming, John and Peter even ministered together! 

ACTS 4:24, 29-33 (NLT) 

     They were united, selfless, and committed to doing God’s will.  They were bold to preach and there was unity  

     of purpose.  What facilitated the change?  Holy Ghost power!  They became love-hungry, and united-hungry,  

     not power-hungry. 

LOVE, GLORY, UNITY 

 

JOHN 13:35, 17:20-23 

     How will the world know we’re Christians?  Through love and unity.  Both of which involved the Spirit:   

     ROMANS 5:5 (love); 6:4 (glory).  This is what transpired on the day of Pentecost.  God’s glory empowered  

     them and united them. 

 The cowardly became courageous; self-promoting – God promoting; competitors – team members; 

divided-united; lost got saved; and the transformed became World Changers. 

 

CONCLUSION:   

     Pentecost is the event when God began the process of converting the world to faith in the gospel by anointing  

     and empowering common people with the Holy Ghost and power.  ACTS 10:38  


