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1CORINTHIANS 15:12-20 (NLT), 32 (NLT) 

     We all know about the resurrection of Jesus.  Year after year, we hear the message of a risen Lord.   

     Today, my question to all of us is, how has our belief in the resurrection impacted our lives?  How has  

     it impacted our living, our thinking, our behavior, our conduct and speech?  Has it made a difference?   

     Has it produced any life changes?  Is its impact as powerful today as it was when we first got saved? 

 A Muslim was converted from Islam to Christianity.  When asked why? His response was, 

“suppose you came to a fork in the road and needed directions.  You see two men, one at each 

fork.  One is dead, the other is alive.  Which one would you ask”?  Muslims regard 

Muhammad and Christ as prophets of God.  Muhammad lived and died, but Christ lived, 

died, was resurrected.  You can take a pilgrimage and visit Muhammad’s remains.  You can 

only visit the empty tomb of Christ.  The same is true of Buddha, Confucius and every other 

religious leader. 

 The resurrection of Jesus was the most powerful event in human history and no other event 

has impacted life on earth like the empty tomb.  The resurrection has split history into two 

parts, BC and AD.  It has changed the course of more lives than any other event known to 

man.   

MATTHEW 27:51-53 (NLT) 

 

ACTS 26:8-20 (MSG) 

     A vision of the resurrected Christ impacted a religious zealot in such a way that he converted to  

     Christianity from Judaism and was used by God to write over half of the New Testament.  His take on  

     the resurrection is clear: If there is no resurrection, Christ is dead, and our faith is vain, we’re all false  

     witnesses, we’re yet in our sins, and those who died in Christ have perished.  So eat, drink, and enjoy  

     as much life as you can because after we die, we don’t exist anymore.  1 CORINTHIANS 15:16-20  

     (MSG) The Sadducees qualify as a pretty sorry lot. 

 

NOW IS CHRIST RISEN FROM THE DEAD 

 

     1.  Our sins are forgiven (COLOSSIANS 2:13-14 NLT). 

     2.  We’re seated with Christ (EPHESIANS 2:1-6 MSG). 

     3.  Our lives have purpose (EPHESIANS 2:10 NLT, ACTS 20:24 NLT). 

     4.  Our future is bright (DANIEL 12:2-3 NLT, JOHN 14:1-3). 

     5.  Our rewards await us (MATTHEW 5:11-12 NLT). 

 

WHAT DIFFERENCE HAS THE RESURRECTION MADE? 

 

     1.  The Apostles went from cowering cowards to courageous witnesses for Christ. 

     2.  Peter went from denying Him to dying for Him. 

     3.  Paul went from persecuting Him to promoting Him. 

     4.  The Muslim went from Islam to Christianity. 

     5.  I went from religion to reality. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

     There’s a difference between believing in the resurrection and being impacted by it.  It should impact  

     our thinking, behavior, conduct, character, speech and living.  This includes loving as He loved,  

     forgiving as He forgave, giving as He gave, showing mercy as He did, knowing one day, we all will  

     receive rewards for our labors. 


