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INTRODUCTION: 

 As believers, we can live in close fellowship with God daily.  Whether we do or not is more on 

us than on God. HEB. 13:5 AMPC says God never moves away from us. He’s always pouring out 

His love, joy, peace and whatever blessing we need to experience a close walk with Him.  If God 

doesn’t move away from us, then who moved? 

ROM. 1:21 

 Paul reveals how one can slowly move away from God:  they glorified Him not as God, 

became unthankful, vain in their imaginations, and their heart became darkened. If these created 

distance with God, the reverse will produce closeness:  live to glorify God, be thankful, recognize the 

power of imagination, and protect the heart. 

1.) Glorify God. 

A.) Hold Him in high esteem, value Him, reverence Him, have a good opinion of 

Him (Isaiah). 

B.) Magnify Him or make Him bigger than our pursuits and desires (Paul, ACTS 

9:6). 

C.) Do His will and work (JOHN 17:4). 

D.) Esteem His Word highly. (IS. 66:2 HCSB). We magnify His promises above our 

problems. We can maximize the promise and minimize the problem or vice versa. 

E.) Be honest when we do wrong (JOSHUA 7:19 NLT). 

2.) Be Thankful. 

A.)  Having a thankful heart is another key to staying close to God. Glorifying, 

magnifying and thanking God go together. 

B.) Being unthankful is classified with blasphemy and being unholy (2 TIM. 3:1-5). 

C.) Being unthankful is expressed in different ways. 

  Complaining, murmuring, grumbling (1 COR. 10:10 NLT). 

 Boredom is a form of being unthankful. Boredom is complaining about the life 

God has given us (IS. 1:2-3 NLT). Even a dog wags its tail when you feed it.  

Animals have more sense than God’s people.  

D.)  Being thankful glorifies God (PS. 69:30 NIV). 

  PHIL. 4:6; EPH. 5:4,20; COL. 2:7; COL. 3:15,17; COL. 4:2; 1 THES. 

5:18; 1TIM. 2:1; HEB. 12:28 NIV. 

E.)  Being thankful involves memory (PS. 103:1-2). 

 We’re told not to forget because it’s easy to do so.  The reason for feast days 

and observances, is to remind us of what God has done for us (Lord’s Supper 

reminds us of His sacrifice). 

 We must be intentional in remembering to give thanks.  How can we be 

thankful if we don’t know what God has done for us? 



F.) Thankfulness develops humility. A proud person thinks he succeeds without help 

from anyone (Nebuchadnezzar). 

G.) The example of Paul.  He began six of his epistles with thanksgiving:  Romans, 1 

Corinthians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 Thessalonians. 

 Paul was in prison, facing possible execution when he wrote Philippians.  He 

mentioned joy and rejoicing seventeen times in this short epistle. 

Conclusion: 

  Keeping a thankful heart causes us to stay close to God by making us constantly aware of His 

love and presence. 

 

 

 


