
POSITIONAL AND PRACTICAL SANCTIFICATION 

DECEMBER 7, 2022 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 God has revealed Himself to us in His names.  Jehovah Jireh means He’s a provider.  

Jehovah Rapha means He’s a healer.  Jehovah Shalom means He’s our peace.  LEV. 20:7-8 

these verses reveal to us the name Jehovah M’Kaddesh.  The name means the one who 

sanctifies.  To sanctify means to be set apart for holy purposes.  It means to separate from what 

is evil.  When it comes to sanctification, God’s Word reveals a two-fold work:  positional and 

practical sanctification. 

POSITIONAL SANCTIFICATION 

2 COR. 5:21 KJV, TLB 

 Positional sanctification has nothing to do with us.  No one could be made right with God 

apart from Christ.  It took God pouring into Christ our sin, then, in exchange, pouring His 

righteousness into us, what an exchange.  Jesus gets our sin; we get His righteousness. 

COL. 2:9-10 AMPC 

 When one accepts Christ, instant sanctification occurs.  God pours Himself into us, and we 

partake of His divine nature. 

COL. 1:21-22 NIV 

 Jesus presents us before the Father as being holy, without blemish, blameless, free from 

accusation, guiltless, faultless, irreproachable, and unrebukable in God’s presence. 

HEB. 10:10-14 AMPC 

 Our union with Jesus is what makes us holy.  It’s our union with Jesus, who is perfectly 

holy, that makes us holy. 

PRACTICAL SANCTIFICATION 

2 COR. 7:1 AMPC, HCSB, MSG 

 Practical sanctification is progressive, and it’s motivated by reverential fear.  It involves 

getting what’s on the inside of us to manifest outwardly.  Inwardly, we are cleansed by the 

blood.  Outwardly, involves something we do. 

PS. 119:9-16 

 Outwardly, our way is cleansed by taking heed to God’s word and hiding God’s Word in 

our heart.  Jesus confirms this truth  (JOHN 15:1-3).   Paul confirms this (EPH. 5:25-27). 

2 COR. 3:18 NASB 

  We see who we are in Christ, and we allow the spirit to transform our lives accordingly.  

This is called working out our salvation (PHIL. 2:12-13 KJV, NLT). 

 PR. 6:16-19 KJV, NLT We should avoid what God detests and considers an 

abomination. 

 1 COR. 6:12-20 NLT We are to run from sexual sins. 

 2 TIM. 2:19-26 NLT If we belong to Him, we must turn away from evil.  (V25-26 KJV). 

GAL. 5:16-26 

  The goal is to crucify the flesh and manifest the fruit of the spirit. 

CONCLUSION: The Blood of Jesus is what produces positional sanctification within.  Practical 

sanctification is produced by cleansing ourselves by bathing in God’s Word.  This is progressive, but 

positional is instant. 



 

  


